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A nita R. Gilligan, 96, passed away peacefully on August 6, 2025, at her residence

in Hudson, Florida. She was the beloved widow of Raymond “Ray” Gilligan.

Born on October 5, 1928, in New York, NY, Anita was the daughter of the late Andrew Scafati and

Amela Scafati. She was a devoted member of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Hudson until its
closure.

Anita found joy in simple pleasures—watching comedy and music channels that showcased
scenic views from around the world, staying informed through the news, and spending quiet
moments reading and writing poetry. She will be remembered for her kindness, caring nature,

good heart, and occasional feistiness that brought smiles to those around her.

She is survived by her niece, Gail; her nephew, Bill; her devoted caregiver, Rose; and her best

friend, Joyce. She was predeceased by her sister, Evelyn, and her dear friend, Pat.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Dementia Society of America,
honoring Anita’s memory and supporting a cause close to her heart..
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Visitation

Grace Memorial Funeral Home

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

Visitation

Grace Memorial Funeral Home

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

Funeral Service

Grace Memorial Funeral Home

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

Cemetery Details

Grace Memorial Gardens

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

(727) 233-7993
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Wednesday, August 13, 2025

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM ET

Thursday, August 14, 2025

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Thursday, August 14, 2025

11:00 AM ET
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DD Diana Durham shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

I have so many beautiful memories of my Beautiful Anita. She was the first person I

met when I moved to Florida. She showed up at my door with a welcome care

package. Big beautiful smile on her face. From that moment on we became the

closest of friends and grew to love each other like family❤️ we shared many

adventures together. Dancing to the music on the beach, visiting places around Florida. She didn’t like

to sit still. Always on the go. Dressed so elegant everyday. We shared a lot of stories. Hers being way

more interesting than mine. I was always in awe over her wisdom her energy and her wit. I told her

often how amazing she was. We shared many meals together. She always wanted to set the dining

room like we were having a fancy dinner. She loved that. We laughed so much together and shared

tears to. I will miss her so much. I am so blessed to have known her and will cherish my memories of

her in my heart forever. Fly high my Beautiful Angel 😇 Love you always my dear friend.Diana Durham

August 13 at 6:22 PM

RD Rose Downing shared 17 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

August 12 at 9:13 AM

PAGE 5 OF 18



Tribute Wall Gilligan, Anita
OCT  5, 1928 - AUG  6, 2025

RD Rose Downing posted:

One of my fondest memories of Anita is sitting with her while she told stories from her childhood

during the Depression. She could bring the past to life with such detail that I felt like I was right there

beside her, seeing what she saw and feeling what she felt.Anita taught me to speak my mind and be

true to myself, even if not everyone agrees with me. She lived that lesson every day.One Christmas,

she surprised me, my husband, and Alex with tickets to the New Port Richey theater — the historic

Richey Suncoast Theatre, a beautiful 1920s movie house turned live performance venue that has

been a cultural treasure in our community for generations. She wanted us to enjoy not just the

performance, but the history and charm of the place. That same holiday season, she told me about

the historic Hacienda Hotel and encouraged us to try it so we could experience its unique charm. We

ended up treating her to a Christmas lunch there, and it became a special shared memory. She also

gave me tickets for an elegant afternoon tea at a special tea shop on Main Street, known for its

delicate treats and refined atmosphere. Anita wanted me to experience and enjoy the unique places

in New Port Richey that she loved.One afternoon I’ll never forget, we sat together as she described

being a little girl in New York, watching the snow fall outside her window. She told it so vividly that I

could almost feel the cold and see the snowflakes, even while we sat here in sunny Florida.And, of

course, Anita often made me smile with her quick wit and sassy remarks. Even on her grumpier days,

she could say something so unexpected that I couldn’t help but laugh.I am going to miss my kind,

caring, sweet, and sometimes feisty friend. The past four years have been truly wonderful with her.

August 12 at 9:13 AM
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DD Diana Durham shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. August 13 at 6:22 PM
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RD Rose Downing shared 17 photos to the Tribute Wall album. August 12 at 6:40 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Anita by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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